	The formative period spent between Milan and Turin
I received my B.A. (major in Economics and Business) at the Catholic University of Milan (Italy) in 1970, with a thesis in Economic Geography on the processes of urbanization of the western part of the province of Varese (Lombardy, Italy). My thesis director was professor Cesare Saibene. After my graduation, I received a Fellowship for Didactic and Scientific Training from the Catholic University of Milan. The fellowship allowed me to work as an assistant to the Chair of Economic Geography at the same university. In those years I participated in several study groups about the transformations of the territorial organization in Lombardy and in the Alpine region during the post- Second World War period of economic boom. 

The Teaching Years in Parma and Milan
I moved to Milan in November 1977 as a Teaching Assistant in the Humanities School of the University of Milan. In this period I started my researches on the geography of perception, which I continued in the following years, which I spent at the School for Teachers of the University of Parma, first as Adjunct Professor (from November 1978 to February 1983) and then, after winning a national competition, as an Associate Professor (from February 1983 to October 1987). I also became Director of the Institute of Geographical Sciences at the same University. I left this role after moving (in November 1987) to the School of Political Sciences of the University of Milan (Chair in Political and Economic Geography). In this period, I carried on several researches on electoral geography, political power, territorial policies.
In Parma, besides my didactic activity (I have been the only official professor of Geography at the School for Teachers from the academic year 1978/79 to the academic year 1985/86), I started a new book series (The Institute of Geographical Sciences Series) with the publication, from 1981 to 1987, of seven volumes.

 The teaching service at the University of Macereta and at the University of Eastern Piedmont
In November 1990, after winning a national competition, I was hired as Full Professor of Geography in the Humanities School of the University of Macerata (Italy). My position became permanent in this role in November 1993. In this university, being the only permanently hired Professor of geographical sciences, I also taught, in order to widen the didactic offer, the course of Political and Economic Geography at the School for Political Sciences (from the academic year 1992/1993).
Since November 1998, I am Full Professor of Geography in the Humanities School of the University of Eastern Piedmont (Vercelli, Italy). From the academic year 2001/2002 to the academic year 2007/2008 I also taught the course “Problems, methods, and didactic of Geography” in the School for the Education of Secondary School Teachers (SIS; linguistic and literary curriculum) in Vercelli.
From April 2001 to October 2007, I have been President of the Council for the B.A. degree in Humanities, from November 1, 2010, to December 31, 2011 (when the University reform shifted the competencies of the Schools to the Departments), I have been Dean of the Humanities School.                                                                   I have been a member in several committees for competitions to positions of Full, Associate and Assistant professorships. I have also been a member in several committees for the admission and for the completion of Ph.D. programs and for tenure track revisions.
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	The organization of scientific conferences at the national and international level, with related publication of the proceedings
In 1980, I contributed to the organization of the “Conference of the National Council for Research on the state of geographical research in Italy”, assuming the role of secretary general. Together with the President of the Conference, Giacomo Corna Pellegrini, I edited the proceedings, which were published both in Italian and in English (La ricerca geografica in Italia 1960-1980, Ask, Varese, 1980, pp. 1074; Italian Geography 1960-1980, Ask, Varese, 1980, pp. 312).
I also organized in Parma the “XV National Conference of the Italian Association of Cartography” (September 1979), the “Study Seminar of the Geographers of Emilia-Romagna” (October 1981) and the “International Study Seminar among Geographers (May 1985). I edited the proceedings of these last two conferences, who were published as volume 1 (Riflessioni geografiche sull’Emilia Romagna, Unicopli, Milan, 1982, pp. 424) and volume 6 (Elezioni, territorio, società, Unicopli, Milan,  1986, pp. 184) of the above mentioned “Series of the Institute of Geographical Sciences of the University of Parma”.

Since 1987 I have been a coordinator of research units in national projects (P.R.I.N. – Projects of National Relevant Interest and projects funded by the Council for National Research – C.N.R.) related to various topics in cultural and social geography. Among these researches I can mention the project “Villas and territory” (national coordinator: D. Ruocco, University of Genoa), “Italian Emigration in America” and “Foreign Immigration in America” (national coordinator of both the projects: M. C. Giuliani Balestrino, University of Genoa), “Geographical Mobility and Territorial Processes. Characteristics and consequences in the involved regions” and “The regularization of foreign workers according to the ‘Bossi-Fini’ Law of 2002: impacts on the involved areas and related territorial policies” (national coordinator of both the projects: P. Nodari, University of Trieste). The last project was financed for the two academic years 2003/2004 and 2004/2005, while in 2004 I obtained funds from the European Union for an international research project entitled: “E.U. Rice districts network through agronomical, cross cultural and technical actions”, which was related to the field of study defined as “geography of food”. During the two academic years 2004/2005 and 2005/2006 I was part of the research unit of the University of Eastern Piedmont within the P.R.I.N. “Local Development: Territory, Actors, Projects. International comparisons”. 
At the end of these research activities I organized national conferences, twice in Varese (1998 and 1994), twice at the University of Macerata (199 and 1998), and twice at the University of Eastern Piedmont (2004 and 2006). I also edited the proceedings of these conferences (Ville e territorio,  Lativa, Varese, 1989, pp. 222;  Emigrazione e territorio tra bisogno e ideale, Lativa, Varese, 1995 - with R. Ghiringhelli -  2 volumes, pp. 336 and 314; Immigrazione e multicultura  nell’Italia di oggi, Angeli, Milan, vol. I, 1997, pp. 542 and vol. II, 1999, pp. 639; Luoghi, tempi e culture dell’immigrazione. Il caso del Piemonte, Mercurio, Vercelli, vol. I, 2004, pp. 239 and vol. II, 206, pp. 176). 
I organized in Varese, on the University of Insubria campus, the 43rd National Conference of the Italian Association of Teachers of Geography – A.I.I.G. (August 28-31, 200), and edited the conference proceedings (Ricerca e didattica per la geografia del 2000, dalla Regio Insubrica al vasto mondo, Varese, Camera di Commercio, 2001). 
In 2001 I organized in Vercelli, on behalf of the Italian Geographical Society, for which I am the trustee for Eastern Piedmont, the study seminar “Processes of Economic Globalization and Geographical Mobility”, which took place in the premises of the University of Eastern Piedmont. I subsequently edited the proceedings of the conference (Processi di globalizzazione dell'economia e mobilità geografica, "Mem. Soc. Geogr. Ital.",  LXVII, Società Geografica Italiana, Rome, 2002, pp.  399).
From June 26 to June 28 I lead the XLVIII Inter-university Geographical Fieldtrip (“Alps, lakes, tourism and cultures. The trans-border territories between Switzerland, Italy, Germany, Austria, and Liechtenstein”), with the participation of one hundred colleagues from nearly all the Italian universities. The Central Board of the Association of Italian Geographers – A.Ge.I. entrusted me with the scientific organization of this event, together with the organization of both of a study seminar for the International Year of Rice 2004 (Vercelli, University of Eastern Piedmont, April 21-23, 2004), whose proceedings I edited (vol. n. 19, 2004, of “Geotema”, official journal of the Association of Italian Geographers) and of the touring conference for the International Year of Natural Fibers (Vercelli, Biella, Borgosesia, Castellanza, Como, October 19-21, 2009) whose proceedings I edited for Pàtron publishing house (issue n. 35-36 of the journal “Geotema").

I have also been scientific coordinator of the 2008 Research Project of National Relevance (PRIN) entitled “Migrations and processes of territorial interaction. Forms of integration and territorial organization in some Italian case study areas (the project ended in September 2012; the Research units were based at the Universities of Eastern Piedmont, Catania, Florence, Rome - “La Sapienza” and Trieste). In the role of scientific coordinator I organized a series of scientific events which had as outcomes several scientific publications and presentations in national and international conferences. The final results of the Research project (45 papers by 62 Italian and foreign authors) were published in the issue 43-44-45, 2011/2012 of the journal “Geotema”, the official journal of the Association of Italian Geographers).

I have also been the coordinator of the Working Group on Migrations of the Association of Italian Geographers since 2009. The group includes about fifty scholars working in several Italian universities and carries on researches on these topics, which are becoming more and more sensitive in this historical difficult moment for the most vulnerable social strata because of the global economic crisis.



	The relationships with the scholastic world and with the social communication networks.
I have been a speaker and a coordinator in courses on contemporary problems in territorial and social structures and in courses for teachers working in every level of school (elementary, middle, high), especially in Lombardy, in Marche and in Piedmont. 
I have been the President of the Varese provincial branch of the Italian Association of Teachers of Geography – A.I.I.G. from 1988 to 2006. Since 2007 to 2010 I have been the President of the Lombardy regional branch of he same association. First as provincial, and then as regional president, I organized and coordinate several courses for teachers of geography. In 2002 I was elected member of the National Board of the Association, in 2006 and in 2010 I have been re-elected in the same position, that I will hold till 2014. I am the director of the official journal of the association, “Ambiente, Società, Territorio. Geografia nelle Scuole”, since 2004.
I have been a journalist since 1985 and I weekly collaborate (since the 1970s) with the Varese newspaper “La Prealpina” and with other newspapers and magazines with both local and national distribution, writing articles about territorial policies. I have also been director of the journal “Cittateneo” of the University of Macerata and, since its birth, I have been a member of the Scientific Committe of “Lombardia Nord Ovest”, the journal of the Varese Chamber of Commerce, on which I have been publishing scientific articles and reviews since 1978. 




